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Pope FranC|s chooses Marian theme for World Youth Day

Vatican City: Meeting a group of young people in the Vatican, Pope Francis an-
nounced the theme of the World Youth Days in Lisbon in 2022. The theme of the
2022 World Youth Days in Lisbon will be “Mary rose and went with haste” (Lk
1:39), Pope Francis said June 22 while meeting some 250 youths from more than
100 countries.

The young people were in Rome participating in the XI International Youth
Forum, which focused on the theme of “Youth in action in a synodal Church.”
Recalling World Youth Day in Panama, Pope Francis called on young people to
prepare for the next World Youth Day by meditating on two scriptural passages
from Lk 7:14: “Young man, I say to you, Arise!” and a re-working of Acts 26:16,
“Stand up. I appoint you as a witness of what you have seen.” Francis said he
hopes there will be a “harmonious connection” between the journey to the Lisbon
World Youth Day, and the post-synodal journey.
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All-India
Survey period
Major religious 2017-18
groups
1 2 3
Rural Male Rural female
Hinduism 57 3.5
Islam 6.7 5.7
CChristianity 6.9 8.5
Sikhism 6.4 57
Urban Male Urban Female
Hinduism 6.9 10.0
Islam 7.5 14.5
CChristianity 8.9 15.6
Sikhism 7.2 16.9
Source: Annual Report, PLFS: 2017-18
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" Blessed Mariam Thresia to be
Canonized on October 13

Vatican: Pope Francis has formally ap-
proved the canonization of Indian Blessed
Mariam Thresia Chiramel Mankidiyan,
founder of the Congregation of the Sisters
of the Holy Family and decreed that the
canonization will take place in St. Peter’s
Square on Sunday, Oct. 13. The Holy Fa-
ther made the announcement at a July 1
ordinary public consistory of cardinals on
causes of canonization at the Vatican.

The others to be canonized on the same day are Blessed John
Henry Newman from England, Italian Blessed Josephine Vannini,
foundress of the Daughters of St. Camillus; Brazilian Blessed Irma
Dulce Pontes of the Congregation of the Missionary Sisters of the
Immaculate Conception of the Mother of God; and Swiss Blessed
Marguerite Bays, virgin and Third Order Franciscan.

Oct. 13 was speculated as the most likely date for the canoni-
zation. Indian bishops will be in Rome for their ad limina visit dur-
ing that time, and so the canonization of Blessed Mariam Thresia

\Chiramel Mankidiyan would coincide well with their visit. )
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Dr. P.M. Chacko Palakunnel
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